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BOMA's top priority has been and will con nue to be ‐ further reduc ons in the
Business Rent Tax. This session the ﬁnal tax package further reduced the tax from 5.7% to
5.5% eﬀec ve January 1, 2020 ‐‐ a modest reduc on but certainly heading in the right
direc on. Hopefully as the state con nues to grow producing corresponding increase in
state revenues, the legislature will see ﬁt to con nue reduc ons in this burdensome
tax. BOMA had hoped for a larger reduc on in the tax this session but unexpected
hurricane costs reduced state revenues ‐ preven ng a larger cut.
BOMA's Annual Day in Tallahassee on April 9th was well med. BOMA members from
around the state gathered in the Senate Chambers of the Old Capitol to discuss issues and
prepare for visits with legislators and staﬀ. Our morning guest was Rep. Toby Overdorf
(R‐Stuart). Toby gave us a very informa ve session overview and answered ques ons from
a endees. We also received a presenta on from Ken Rosenfeld, Director of State and Local
Aﬀairs, BOMA Interna onal. Upon adjournment of the morning mee ng, our team visited
with Senate President Bill Galvano (R‐Bradenton) in his Senate oﬃce. A er the mee ng we
retreated to the Senate Chamber for a group picture with the President. He was very
gracious and pledged to con nue eﬀorts to reduce the Business Rent Tax.
BOMA's 2019 legislator of the year Rep. Brian Aliva (R‐Miami) had a conﬂict and could not
a end our morning mee ng, but in the early a ernoon BOMA leaders met with him and
presented him with the Legislator of the Year award. He was surprised and expressed
great apprecia on. A er mee ng with Rep. Avila, BOMA members fanned out across the
Capitol and spent the a ernoon mee ng with legislators and staﬀ.
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It seems every session a surprise issue emerges. This year Gov. DeSan s in his State of the
State message called for a deregula on bill, later tled "The Occupa onal Freedom and
Opportunity Act". The bill primarily targeted professions such as labor organiza ons,
geologists, landscape architects, interior designers, etc. However, buried in the bo om of a
70+ page bill there was language reducing the size of the Building Commission from 27 to
17. One of the en es being removed from the commission was a representa ve of
BOMA ‐‐ a major shock. The bill was ﬁrst considered in the House ‐‐ sponsored by Rep.
Blaze Ingoglia ‐ a homebuilder and former Chairman of the Republican Party of Florida. His
stated purpose was to "balance" the representa on on the Commission to favor the home‐
builders point of view ‐‐ to reduce what he called onerous building code requirements on
residences that needlessly drive up costs. He refused to agree to reinsert a BOMA repre‐
senta ve in his bill in the House. An added obstacle was that in addi on to the Governor,
DPR Secretary Halsey Beshears also strongly supported the bill. The bill easily passed three
commi ees in the House and was placed on the House calendar.

In the Senate, the companion bill ‐ SB 1640 ‐ was ﬁled by Sen. Ben Albri on (R‐Polk
County). He also took a hard line and refused eﬀorts to reinsert BOMA on the
Commission. A er easily clearing the ﬁrst commi ee of reference, the bill was
scheduled to be considered by the Senate Commerce and Tourism Commi ee ‐
chaired by Sen. Joe Gruters (R‐Sarasota). Sen. Gruters is Chairman of the Republi‐
can Party in Florida and closely aligned with Rep. Ingoglia ‐ the House spon‐
sor. President Mary Lantz arrived in Tallahassee on May 8th ‐ the day before BO‐
MA day. By chance that was the same day the Senate commi ee on Commerce &
Tourism was to consider SB 1640. Mary prepared her tes mony and spoke on be‐
half of BOMA urging for a BOMA Representa ve to remain on the Building Com‐
mission. Her eloquent tes mony fell on deaf ears, and the commi ee voted 5‐0 to
approve the bill. With me running out in the Session SB 1640 was next scheduled
to be considered in the powerful Senate Appropria ons Commi ee. BOMA lobby‐
ist Lee Moﬃ approached Sen. Linda Stewart (D‐Orlando) and requested that she
ﬁle an amendment to reinsert a BOMA representa ve on the commission ‐‐ she
agreed. In addi on, Moﬃ made one last appeal to Sen. Wilton Simpson (R‐Trilby)
to support the Stewart amendment. Sen. Simpson is President Designate of the
Florida Senate and very powerful. He agreed to intervene, and persuaded Sen. Al‐
bri on to not object to the Stewart amendment. When SB 1640 came up on the
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In the Senate, the companion bill ‐ SB 1640 ‐ was ﬁled by Sen. Ben Albri on (R‐Polk
County). He also took a hard line and refused eﬀorts to reinsert BOMA on the
Commission. A er easily clearing the ﬁrst commi ee of reference, the bill was
scheduled to be considered by the Senate Commerce and Tourism Commi ee ‐
chaired by Sen. Joe Gruters (R‐Sarasota). Sen. Gruters is Chairman of the Republi‐
can Party in Florida and closely aligned with Rep. Ingoglia ‐ the House spon‐
sor. President Mary Lantz arrived in Tallahassee on May 8th ‐ the day before BO‐
MA day. By chance that was the same day the Senate commi ee on Commerce &
Tourism was to consider SB 1640. Mary prepared her tes mony and spoke on be‐
half of BOMA urging for a BOMA Representa ve to remain on the Building Com‐
mission. Her eloquent tes mony fell on deaf ears, and the commi ee voted 5‐0 to
approve the bill. With me running out in the Session SB 1640 was next scheduled
to be considered in the powerful Senate Appropria ons Commi ee. BOMA lobby‐
ist Lee Moﬃ approached Sen. Linda Stewart (D‐Orlando) and requested that she
ﬁle an amendment to reinsert a BOMA representa ve on the commission ‐‐ she
agreed. In addi on, Moﬃ made one last appeal to Sen. Wilton Simpson (R‐Trilby)
to support the Stewart amendment. Sen. Simpson is President Designate of the
Florida Senate and very powerful. He agreed to intervene, and persuaded Sen. Al‐
bri on to not object to the Stewart amendment. When SB 1640 came up on the
agenda, with Sen. Simpson chairing the mee ng ‐ the Stewart amendment was
considered. Albri on quietly and reluctantly accepted the BOMA amendment. The
bill passed 18‐0.
Both House and Senate "Deregula on" bills were placed on the Calendar for ﬁnal
hearing on the ﬂoor of both houses. SB 1640 contained BOMA's amendment. With
few days remaining in the 2019 session, neither HB 27 nor SB 1640 were submi ed
for a ﬁnal vote. In spite of last minute desperate eﬀorts by DPR Secretary Halsey
Beshears, both bills died on the calendar. BOMA maintained a representa ve on
the Building Commission. It was a major victory.
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Other BOMA issues:
HB 447 by Diamond (R‐St. Petersburg) was the companion bill to SB 902 by Perry
(R‐Gainesville). HB 447 passed May 3rd without objec on.
Authorizing coun es to provide no ce to certain persons under certain circum‐
stances; authorizing coun es that issue building permits to charge a person a single
search fee for a certain amount under certain circumstances; providing exemp ons
to certain contrac ng requirements; authorizing a local enforcement agency to
close a permit under certain circumstances; authorizing the Florida Building Com‐
mission to approve updates to the Florida Building Code without certain ﬁndings
under certain circumstances; prohibi ng a local government from carrying forward
more than a speciﬁed amount of unexpended revenue, etc. The 23 page bill can be
read in its en rety on the Florida House website: www.myﬂoridahouse.gov. Just
type in Bill # 447. Eﬀec ve Date: July 1, 2019
HB 1139 by Plakon (R‐Longwood) did not pass. It requires county or municipality
that imposes inspec on fees to establish expedited inspec on process that pro‐
vides priority processing for such inspec ons; authorizes county or municipality to
charge addi onal fee up to speciﬁed amount for expedited inspec on process; re‐
quires such local governments to establish expedited permi ng process that pro‐
vides priority processing for such permits; authorizes local government to charge
addi onal fee for expedited inspec on process; provides that local government
must require applicant to pay only speciﬁed percentage of fees due upon receipt of
applica on; provides for reduc on of outstanding fees due; provides for refund of
fees; speciﬁes that certain procedures apply to building permit applica ons for any
nonresiden al buildings. Eﬀec ve Date: July 1, 2019
Last Event: Indeﬁnitely postponed and withdrawn from considera on on Friday,
May 3, 2019 11:59 PM
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